Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting 
March 10, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.
A regular meeting was held by City Council on March 10, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Bobby Gerald presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Mayor Pro tem Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell and Ronald Davis were all in attendance. Also present were Chief Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, Chief Willie Smith, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Mike Shall, and various other citizens. 
Mr. Naeem McFadden, from the Star & Enterprise, was in attendance to represent the press.
Mayor Gerald called the regular meeting to order and Mayor Pro Tem Bobby Davis gave the opening prayer. Mayor Gerald welcomed all guest and press. 
Mayor Gerald stated that he would like to take a moment to congratulate the Marion High School Lady Foxes basketball team on winning the State 2A Basketball Championship in Columbia, SC.  He requested that the city sponsor a parade with the help of Marion High School and the Chamber of Commerce, hang a banner on Main St., and prepare a resolution and a dinner for the team and coaches. Mayor Pro tem Bobby Davis read a proposal from the school regarding this celebration. On March 19, 2009 from 5:00 P.M – 6:00 PM, they request the use of the courthouse stairs, two fire trucks and police escort to transport the team and cheerleaders to and from the high school, and to block of a section of Main St. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Bobby Davis, and carried. 
Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting on February 10, 2009, and special meeting on February 17, 2009, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson with no corrections. 
Ms. Mary Pool, from the Marion County School of Practical Nursing, was present to request the use of the C.D. Joyner Auditorium to hold their graduation ceremony. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis and carried.

Mayor Gerald stated that Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik and Mr. Dwayne Walters are scheduled for reappointment to the grievance committee. He commented that Elizabeth may be a conflict since she is the Personnel Director; therefore, he recommends appointing Mr. Calvin Legette in her place. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to reappoint Mr. Dwayne Walters and appoint Mr. Calvin Legette to the Employee Grievance Committee, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis. 
Mayor Gerald stated that Ms. Mary Eaddy, Chairman of the Citizen Advisory Committee, requested to postpone the nominations to this committee.  
Chief Alan Ammons requested to transfer appropriated funds within the fire department budget in the amount of $1,500, which will be offset by funds applied for through a grant. A motion was made by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell to approve this request, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried.
Mayor Pro tem Davis commented on several issues of accountability to include: the fire department clubhouse purchase, the federal stimulus package, and the purchase of pine straw for the street department. He commented in detail about the federal assistance JAG Grant for the police department, which will be provided through the stimulus package; and can be used to support gang prevention programs. An application must be submitted by April 1, 2009. Chief Smith commented that the application is in process and will be submitted following a few changes to the figures. Councilman Ronald Atkinson made a motion to proceed with this process, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker, and carried.  
Chief Alan Ammons presented information regarding a proposal for Medic 3 which is currently located at Airport Road between Marion and Mullins. . He highlighted the benefits of the response time improvements for this project. He also commented on the new fire department substation. He stated that a four (4) year, $36,000 proposal has been discussed with county council. These funds will used to cover the additional costs of providing separate living quarters and restrooms for males and females. There is a $50,000 match required by the city and the $36,000 from the county will contribute to the match. The complete project will be a $130,000 investment. 

Chief Smith commented that the officer involved in a recent accident is doing fine, and that there are two (2) new officers in the police academy.

Mayor Pro tem Davis recommended that the Mayor, council members, and the administrator prepare a plan for the stimulus package funds. 

Councilman Ronald Atkinson requested to know if attorney fees regarding the upcoming election could have been avoided by contacting the State Election Commission for information. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to wave the attorney-client privilege to discuss city attorney invoice items in executive session.

Councilwoman Bromell requested that a resolution be prepared for Mrs. Beulah Taylor Bradley. 

Council discussed the advertisement for the Municipal Judge position and Judge Seals will be contacted to help prepare the job description. 
Mr. Jerome Davis was recognized for helping to rescue an elderly lady from a burning home on Simmons St. Mayor Gerald presented him with a $25.00 Chamber Check.
Mayor Gerald stated that National Resources will dredge Catfish Canal and the ditch at Rose Hill Cemetery with funds from the $600,000 grant that was received by Marion County. This will help resolve some flooding and drainage problems.    

 City Administrator Bob Anderson briefed council on his plans to address some grants that need attention, the water/sewer infrastructure, and the Mill Street flooding. He will follow-up with Council.
Hearing no further business, Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to go into executive session to receive a legal advice from the city attorney, seconded by Councilman Ronald Davis. 
There was no action taken during executive session.  
________________________

 ______________________
Bobby Davis, Mayor 

 
 Lakesha Y. Shannon, Clerk
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