Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting
April 14, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.

A meeting was held by City Council on April 14, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Bobby Davis presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Ronald Davis were all in attendance. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Chief Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Mike Shall, Mr. Ronnie Sanders, Mr. Leonard Fore, Mr. Jackie Yates.

Mr. Naeem McFadden from the Star & Enterprise was in attendance to represent the press.


Mayor Bobby Davis called the meeting to order and asked that there be a moment of silence in memory of the late Mayor Bobby Gerald. Mr. Jackie Yates gave the opening prayer.  Mayor Davis then welcomed all guests and press. Councilman Michael Baker made motion to approve minutes of March 10, 2009, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. 


Councilwoman Poiette Bromell presented a resolution to the Marion High School Lady Foxes basketball team to congratulate them on winning the state basketball championship. Coach Leon Sturkey and Genieke Brantley were present to accept this resolution. Coach Sturkey thanked council for the resolution and for their support. Mayor Davis stated that there will be championship sign at each entrance into the City of Marion.


Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve a Resolution for Fair Housing Month, seconded by Michael Baker, and carried.

Mr. Larry Mattox from VC3 presented council with information regarding updating the city’s website. He gave detailed information about the benefits of a website which includes: citizen awareness, smoother council meeting preparation, online bill pay, tourism information, promoting potential businesses and local business by adding links. The website could also be used to provide real time updates during community events. The total cost of the website is based on the MASC approved rate of $9,414.00 and there is a twelve (12) week timeline to complete the site. VC3 request 1/3 of the cost to begin work. Mr. Bob Anderson stated that if tourism is promoted through the city’s website, it can be maintained with the funding from hospitality tax.     

Ms. Vermelle Simmons and Mr. Phil LaRoche from the US Census Bureau were present to brief council about the 2010 Census.  She discussed the importance of counting everyone, because it can increase funding opportunities for the county. In March 2010, a 10 question form will be mailed to the homes of residents to request information. In December 2010 the counts will be sent to President Obama and used as a guide to the $300 billion in federal funding to each county. Mr. LaRoche commented on the complete count committee. He stated that this committee is made up of residents who will educate others about the safety of the census process. Information collected by the Census Bureau will be sealed for 72 years.

Mr. Johnny Mason from IST2 Integrated was not present at the meeting to discuss the city wide surveillance. Mayor Davis stated that this process could help monitor the crime and drug problems throughout the city, and recommends that Mr. Mason present this project at a later time. There was no action taken on this item.

Mr. Mariel Davis was not present to address council regarding his plans to operate a taxi service. There was no action taken on this item.

Ms. Janell Davis was not present to address council regarding recreation department policies. There was no action taken on this item.

Mr. Anderson presented his administrator’s report which including: the receipt of easements that will allow the cleaning of Catfish Canal and Smith’s Pond, the resignation of Mr. David Coop from the historical district commission, an update on Street Scape Project regarding the grant funding, and searching other alternatives regarding cutting grass on private property due to the city’s budget. Mr. Anderson also discussed the federal stimulus funds and stated that the Governor’s Office must be updated on funding request. The police department has already submitted two (2) funding request which include personnel and equipment. Mr. Anderson has drafted a graffiti ordinance which states that private property owners will be responsible for cleaning their property. Mayor Davis commented that the city street department cleaned graffiti from a property on Liberty Street. In closing, Mr. Anderson stated that the city’s Fair Housing Ordinance may need to be updated to ensure guidelines are met when applying for housing grants.
In department reports:


Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik updated council on the Municipal Judge applications. The visiting judge will continue to fill in until the vacancy is filled. 


Chief Alan Ammons requested to transfer funds within the fire department budget to purchase sand clay for the fire substation site. Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried.
Mr. Ronnie Sanders stated that his department has a tractor that is non repairable. There is an average of 450 lots cut per month. Bids for a new tractor were received from John Deere, Ford, and International; with John Deere bidding $20,000.  


Mr. Leonard Fore commented about the landfill closure. He stated that another procedure for disposal will have to be implemented. DHEC has requested that no more tires be disposed of in the city landfill. He also stated that there is a motor blown in one of his trucks and the cost of repair is $5,000.

Mr. Frank Page stated that there is a tractor down at the recreation department and the cost of repair is $1,000. He recommends repairing this tractor instead of purchasing a new one. He also stated that the Green Street complex is due for the ten (10) year field lighting update by August 28, 2010. The cost of this update is $14,800. 
Councilman Ronald Atkinson requested to know if the ball field across from Watsonia Recreation Center belongs to the city or the school district, because the family of the late Mr. James Shelley family would like the field named in his honor. Mr. Frank Page will contact the school to verify if that request would be their decision.

Mr. Chuck Wiegert gave an update from HMRA. Their upcoming events are: the annual meeting on May 7, 2009, May 16, 2009 is the 17th Annual Foxtrot Festival, and on May 27, 2009 they will sponsor an auction.

Ms. Mary Eaddy from the Citizens Advisory Committee requested a spring and fall cleanup day for the City of Marion.


Mayor Davis stated that a $100,000 grant was received for sidewalk repair which will be discussed at next month’s meeting. He also requested that council discuss preparations for a resolution or other honor for Mayor Bobby Gerald. 


Hearing no further business, Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson.

______________________



___________________________

Bobby L. Davis, Mayor



Lakesha Y. Shannon, City Clerk








Taped:
April 14, 2009
