Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting
June 9, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.

A meeting was held by City Council on June 9, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Chief Alan Ammons, Chief Willie Smith, Mr. Frank Page, Mr. Mike Shall, Mr. Ronnie Sanders, Mr. Darrel Best, Mr. Dennis Brown, and Assistant Fire Chief Trey Cooper, Mr. Chuck Wiegert and various other citizens.

There was no representation from the press at this meeting; however, they were all duly notified.

Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and Rev. Marvin Hemingway gave the opening prayer. Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Berry then welcomed all guests and press. 

Mayor Berry made a motion to amend the agenda to add Ordinance09-06 An Ordinance to Adopt the Hospitality Tax Budget for the City of Marion, South Carolina Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010 , and to add the  appointment of municipal judge. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to approve the agenda amendments, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis. 
Councilman Bobby Davis made motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on May 12, 2009 and the minutes of the budget workshop on May 19, 2009, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker, and carried. 
Ms. Lois Edwards, with the Forestry Commission, was present to present the City of Marion with the Tree City USA Award for the 17th year. 

Mr. Tim Perkins, Athletic Director for Marion School District One, was present to request permission to use the cities gym as needed, and in return the City of Marion has permission to use the schools facilities as needed. Motion was made by Councilman Ronald Atkinson to approve this request and allow use of the gym on an open door policy, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis, and carried. It was further motioned by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell that this apply to future requests also, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson.


Rev. Marvin Hemingway presented information to council regarding his upcoming Marion County Youth Day. He requested that Council sign a proclamation to proclaim the third Saturday of October each year as “Marion County Youth Day”.


Chief Alan Ammons discussed Ordinance 09-02 An Ordinance to Authorize the Issuance of a General Obligation Bond to Borrow $50,000 for Fire Substation. Bids were received and Anderson Bank had the lowest bid. This will be the cities cash match that is in addition to the $50,000 that will be received from Rural Development. Mayor Pro Tem Ralph Atkinson requested to recluse himself from the vote due to conflict of interest, since his bank bid on the loan. Motion was made by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell to accept the bid and 5 year terms from Anderson Brothers Bank, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker, and carried. Councilwoman Bromell also made a motion to accept 1st reading of Ordinance 09-02 An Ordinance to Authorize the Issuance of a General Obligation Bond to Borrow $50,000 for Fire Substation, seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson, and carried.

Mr. Bob Anderson provided information regarding the projected water and sewer rate increases and recommended a second budget workshop to further discuss these options. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made motion to approve 1st Reading of Ordinance 09-03 An Ordinance to Increase the Water and Sewer Rates as presented by Mr. Anderson, seconded by Ronald Atkinson. Council members Michael Baker, Poiette Bromell and Bobby Davis voted no. Mayor Berry voted in favor, motion carried. Councilwoman Bromell commented that these increases include a $2.00 increase for in town residents and $4.00 increase for out of town residents.

Mr. Bob Anderson discussed projected increases to sanitation services, and Mayor Berry commented that there have been no rate changes in 4 years and these increases are necessary. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to approve 1st Reading of Ordinance 09-04 An Ordinance to Increase Sanitation Fees., seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson. Council members Poiette Bromell, Michael Baker and Bobby Davis voted no. Mayor Berry voted in favor, motion carried. 

Mr. Anderson provided information regarding the proposed budget for the City of Marion for fiscal year 2009-2019. Councilman Ronald Atkinson made a motion to approve 1st Reading of Ordinance 09-05 An Ordinance to Set Milage for Raising Funds and to Adopt the Budget for the City of Marion, South Carolina Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson. Council members Bobby Davis, Michael Baker and Poiette Bromell voted no. Mayor Berry voted in favor, motion carried.

Mr. Anderson provided information about the hospitality funds budget. He stated that these funds generate revenue and promote tourism. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made motion to approve 1st Reading of Ordinance 09-06 An Ordinance to Adopt the Hospitality Tax Budget for the City of Marion, South Carolina Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker, and carried. Mayor Pro tem Atkinson commented that this budget is approximately $438,000.

Councilwoman Bromell made a motion to schedule a Budget Workshop for Wednesday June 17, 2009 at 5:30 PM and 2nd Reading of the Budget Ordinance is set for June 30, 2009 at 6:00 PM, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis, and carried. 

Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to amend the agenda to approve the employee health insurance, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson. Councilwoman Bromell made a motion that the City of Marion remains with the current health insurance carrier, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis, and carried 

Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to approve second reading of Ordinance 09-01 Red Flag Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis, and carried.

Mr. Bob Anderson presented his administrator’s report which included information regarding the city landfill, an update of a lawsuit, a letter from Senator Williams requesting funding, and cleaning of the cemetery for tourism.
Department Reports:

The City Clerk gave an update on the upcoming Annual Meeting.
Ms. Patricia Brown requested fund transfers of $1,500 from insurance properties to professional services for the VC3 Website start-up, $3,500 from insurance properties for the landfill closure, $15,000 from insurance properties for street lights, and $6,200 from insurance properties for tree trimming. There is a surplus in insurance properties because the City of Marion received $15,000 in insurance credits from the Municipal Association. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve these fund transfers, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis, and carried.

Chief Willie Smith stated that there have been a high number of break-ins in the City of Marion by juveniles. He encouraged citizens to supervise juveniles as much as possible.

Mayor Berry stated that five candidates were interviewed for the position of municipal judge and opened the floor for nominations. Councilman Ronald Atkinson nominated Ms. Patricia Speth, Councilwoman Poiette Bromell nominated Mr. Levone Graves, and Mayor Berry nominated Mr. Ulysses Sweeney. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to close the nominations, Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson seconded. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson and Councilman Ronald Atkinson voted in favor of Ms. Patricia Speth. Councilwomen Poiette Bromell and Councilmen Bobby Davis and Michael Baker voted in favor of Mr. Levonne Graves. Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson and Mayor Berry voted in favor of Mr. Ulysses Sweeny. The majority vote was for Mr. Levonne Graves, motion carried. Mr. Graves will be contacted for an offer.
Citizen Comments:


Ms. Pamela McRae was present to address council regarding city council. She stated that she attended a community meeting and was surprised to hear about some of the issues in the City of Marion, such as citizens who don’t know the council member that represents their district. She stressed that she would like to see more unity among Council and the citizens of the City of Marion.   

Mr. Layman Stephens was present to address council regarding neighborhood violence. He addressed some issues in his neighborhood and commented that he no longer feels safe there. He would like to see a community watch group and increased lighting on Bethea Street. Mr. Anderson will look into this matter.

Councilman Bobby Davis spoke on accountability of city officials. He addressed the laws of executive session and commented on Section 1-3004 of the City of Marion Code and Section 30-4-70 of the State Code. He requested that council discuss the policy of addressing employee decisions, because no decisions can be made in executive session. He stated that there is a policy which states that employees cannot retire and be rehired to the City of Marion without Council approval, and the decision must be made in open session. He also stated that council needs to revise the policy to change the way this situation is handled if it will be handled differently from previous issues of the same nature. 
In other business, Councilman Bobby Davis stated that Mr. Ronnie Sanders, Street Superintendent, needs a new tractor for his department. He provided pictures to Council of overgrown areas in South Marion. He also addressed complaints of standing water on sidewalks, and cars running into holes in the city streets because of the poor road conditions.  He also commented that he would not be in favor of increasing water rates to pay for high debt items.

Mayor Berry addressed accountability of the city. He stated that a cooperative effort is needed in the City of Marion, and commented about a letter he presented to the council members.   
Comments from City Council:


Councilman Atkinson stated that he appreciated the comments that were presented by Ms. Pamela McRae.

Councilwoman Bromell addressed removing a tree on E. Pickens St, and disking several overgrown. She also stated that the city should encourage community gardening and she will contact Clemson Extension for assistance.

Mayor Berry stated that he attended the Neighborhood Watch Meeting that was held on June 7, 2009 and listened to citizen concerns. He also addressed the resurfacing of the tennis court, and stated that the school district is willing to contribute $25,000 toward this project. Also, Rev. John Duncan has requested to have a church fundraiser at A.C Tollison Gym for 2 days, and has requested a reduced rate of $200 on the rental fee. Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to approve the reduced rate of $200, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried. 
Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to go into executive session to discuss employment, appointment, and compensation; a contractual matter, and economic development concerning Blumenthal, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis.

Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to reconvene the regular meeting, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson.
Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to allow the county attorney Mr. Chuck McLain to represent the City of Marion in bankruptcy court regarding Blumenthal Mills, second by Councilman Ronald Atkinson, and carried. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to amend the agenda to discuss the rehiring of retirees, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. Councilman Bobby Davis and Councilwoman Poiette Bromell opposed. Councilman Bobby Davis made motion to add this item to next months meeting, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell, and carried.
City Attorney Kenneth Davis stated that the Municipal Judge appointment earlier in the meeting was not conducted properly according to the City of Marion Code and Robert’s Rules of Order; therefore, the appointment of Mr. Levonne Graves is void. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to add this item to next months agenda, motion was seconded and carried.   

Hearing no further business, Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson.

_________________________


   ___________________________

Rodney Berry, Mayor 


    
   Lakesha Y. Shannon, City Clerk








   Taped:  June 9, 2009

