Minutes of Marion City Council
Budget Workshop
June 17, 2009 – 5:30 P.M.

A special budget workshop meeting was held by City Council on June 17, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 5:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell was absent. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, and Chief Alan Ammons and a few citizens.

There was no representation from the press at this meeting; however, they were duly notified.

Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and gave the opening prayer. Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Berry then welcomed the guests. 
 

Mayor Berry addressed the retirement and rehire of Chief Alan Ammons. He stated that Chief Ammons should be allowed to proceed with his decision to retire and become rehired by the City of Marion, based on his knowledge and years of experience with the City of Marion. He also stated that it is within his jurisdiction to make this decision as mayor. Councilman Ronald Atkinson made a motion to approve the request of Chief Ammons, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson. Councilman Bobby Davis commented that in the last meeting council voted to add this item to next month’s meeting since it is a matter of policy instead of jurisdiction. Councilman Davis abstained from the vote, motion carried.

Mayor Berry addressed the resignation of the City Attorney. He stated that he received a resignation letter from the city attorney. The attorney will continue to provide services for a case currently on docket for July 8, 2009 that he has handled so far. Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to accept the resignation of the city attorney, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson and carried. Mrs. Elizabeth Ficik will advertise this position. Mayor Pro tem Atkinson requested that council review the job description before advertisement, and consider changing the salary requirements to a set fee instead of fee based services. After discussion by council, Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to proceed with the advertisement process for a City Attorney and set the salary requirements as well as approve the advertisement before posting it, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried. Mayor Berry stated that he has spoken with Mr. Rus Sloan regarding serving as Interim City Attorney and he has agreed to do so; however, he does not want to attend the council meetings. Councilwoman Atkinson and Mayor Pro tem Atkinson commented that the representation of an attorney is needed at the regular meetings. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to request Boykin Law Firm to serve as interim city attorney until a replacement is found, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker, and carried. Mr. Anderson stated that information will be provided to council for approval of the job advertisement. 

Mr. Bob Anderson discussed budget changes to the current proposed budget. Mayor Berry commented that the position of Grant Writer has been included in the budget, because this a very important position as it pertains to requesting stimulus funds from the state. He also would like to approve the request to help fund Senator Kent Williams’s office, because he has brought much needed help to Marion County. Mayor Berry also stated that he has spoken with Superintendent Michael Lupo, and he is willing to contribute $25,000 from the School District to help with tennis court repairs. Council commented that the school district utilizes the court regularly, and has total priority when hosting tennis matches; therefore, additional help should be requested. Mayor Berry will request $25,000 this year and $15,000 next year from the school district for tennis court.      

Mrs. Patricia Brown addressed retiree insurance for those employees over 65 years of age. She stated that it will cost the city $35,000 to keep the current 11 retirees on the (SCLAG) insurance. She recommends Humana Advantage which will replace their Medicare; however, it is a more cost effective insurance. If the city keeps the current insurance coverage, it will cost $361 per month for each retiree, whereas the new Humana Advantage will cost $104 per month which includes health and drug coverage. She also suggested a flat rate policy for future retirees to help with the city’s liability as it pertains to the upcoming GASB 45 guidelines. After a lengthy discussion, Council favored the Humana Advantage plan for retiree insurance.

Hearing no further business, Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Bobby Davis.
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