Minutes of Marion City Council
Regular Meeting
September 8, 2009 – 6:30 P.M.

A meeting was held by City Council on September 8, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 6:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Poiette Bromell, and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Lakesha Shannon, Chief Alan Ammons, City Attorney Kenneth Davis, Chief Willie Smith, Mr. Mike Shall, Mr. Ronnie Sanders, Mr. Frank Page and various other citizens.

Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and Mr. Ken Baker gave the opening prayer. Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mayor Berry welcomed all guests and press.  
Councilman Michael Baker made motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on August 11, 2009 seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson with no corrections.  

On behalf of City Council, Mayor Rodney Berry presented a Resolution of Appreciation to the family of the late Mayor Bobby Gerald.

Dr. Paul Demarco presented a Resolution of Appreciation to the family of the late Mayor Bobby Gerald on behalf of the Marion County Habitat for Humanity.


Mr. Lewis Evans was present on behalf of Springville United Methodist Church to request the use of Pop Dorsey Park on October 4, 2009 for worship service and a cookout. Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried.

Ms. Lisa Seabrook, President of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, was present to      
request the use of C.D. Joyner Auditorium on April 10, 2010 to host a step show. Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried.

No action was taken on Ordinance #09-07 Fireworks Ordinance for the City of Marion. This item will be discussed at next month’s meeting.
Councilwoman Poiette Bromell made a motion to set a special meeting for September 22, 2009 at 5:30 pm to hire a City Attorney.

Administrator’s Reports: 


Mr. Bob Anderson discussed the City Pool as it pertains to DHEC regulations. Mr. Frank Page also commented that updates need to be made on the pool before next spring so that it can pass inspection. Mr. Anderson stated that other options are being explored in case the pool cannot be reopened next year. Mr. Page also commented on certified swim instructors.

Mr. Anderson provided information regarding the closure of the landfill. He stated that an extension may need to be requested to allow time to completely cover the landfill to meet DHEC guidelines.

Departmental Reports:


Mr. Frank Page commented on fall signups at the Recreation Department, and stated that turnout was great.

Chief Smith gave an update of the shooting at Huddle House and stated that the suspect has been apprehended by Florence County and is in custody in the City of Marion.    
Public Comments:

Mrs. Bettie Jones was present to address council regarding abandoned houses. She stated that she lives next door to abandoned house and she is concerned about her safety, because it is being used as a drug house. After making several comments, she stated that she would like to see something done about this issue.  
Mr. Ken Baker was present to address council about city cleanliness. He stated that he and his wife signed up for concealed weapons training class at the Police Department and was very displeased with the condition of the facility. After making several comments, he requested to know who is responsible for handling citizen complaints.
Ms. Liz Young and Mrs. Ellen Baldwin were not present to address council regarding water bills.

Comments from City Council:

Councilman Bobby Davis spoke on accountability of city officials. He stated that he received a National League of Cities Certificate for his attendance at the MASC Annual Meeting.  He also requested the use of the Opera House for a District 4 meeting. In closing, he commented on swimming lessons for the youth, and the Youth Empowerment Day.

Councilman Michael Baker requested to meet with Mr. Anderson to discuss some areas in his district.


Councilman Ronald Atkinson requested a list of the property owners and addresses for which the city cuts the grass.

Councilwoman Poiette Bromell requested to have the sidewalks in her district edged. 
Comments from Mayor Berry:
Mayor Berry commented that he and Sgt. Franklin Brown walked downtown and talked one on one with business owners. He also attended a Coastal Carolina program in which the President talked about locating a mini campus in the City of Marion. Mayor Berry stated that the Foxwatch Committee has obtained a building on Main Street to serve as the Foxwatch Headquarters. Also, the big movie projection screen that was purchased last year by council will be utilized for college football games on Thursday nights and possibly some Saturday’s at C.D. Joyner Auditorium.
Hearing no further business, Councilman Bobby Davis made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Ronald Atkinson.
_________________________


   ___________________________

Rodney Berry, Mayor 


    
   Lakesha Y. Shannon, City Clerk








   Taped:  September 8, 2009
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