Minutes of Marion City Council
Special Meeting
October 21, 2009 – 5:30 P.M.     

A special meeting was held by City Council on October 21, 2009, in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 5:30 P.M. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided. Council members Ronald Atkinson, Bobby Davis, Ralph Atkinson and Betsy Atkinson were all in attendance. Council members Michael Baker and Poiette Bromell were absent. Also present were Mr. Bob Anderson, Ms. Lakesha Shannon and Mr. Frank Page.

Mayor Rodney Berry called the meeting to order and gave the opening prayer. Mr. Bob Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson made a motion to amend the agenda to discuss the process for rental of city facilities. She commented that the City of Marion needs to require renters to purchase insurance before renting any facility due to the liability issues involved. Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to add this item to next month’s agenda, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried.
Councilman Ronald Atkinson made a motion to approve the sale of the city’s surplus equipment at the City/County Auction on October 24, 2009, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson, and carried. Mayor Pro Tem Atkinson asked if there were any plans as to where the funds generated from the sale would be spent. Mr. Bob Anderson stated that there were no current plans, but the funds would go into the general fund.
Council had a lengthy discussion on the proposed contract they received regarding the position of Magistrate Judge for weekend coverage. Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson suggested hiring an Associate Judge to cover weekends. Mayor Pro Tem Atkinson commented that a plan should be worked out by the county with each city and town. Council discussed several options in which each city/town and county can work together to ensure adequate weekend coverage. City Attorney Robert Lee suggests shorter contract terms so that the city can get out if necessary. Mayor Berry requested that the city attorney provide legal guidance at the next council meeting. Councilman Bobby Davis commented that if the city decides to hire an associate judge the ordinance must be updated.
  Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to enter executive session to discuss a legal matter, seconded by Councilwoman Poiette Bromell.

Returning from executive session, Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to return to regular session, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson. Mayor Berry stated that there was no action taken. Mayor Pro tem Atkinson made a motion to allow the city attorney to proceed with bringing closure to the lawsuit regarding the former Mayor Bobby Gerald and the four council members being sued, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson.     
Hearing no further business, Mayor Pro tem Ralph Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson.
_________________________


__________________________
        

Rodney Berry, Mayor 


 
Lakesha Y. Shannon, Clerk







Taped:   October 21, 2009

PAGE  
1

