      Minutes of Marion City Council

  earing HSPECIALSSSPECIAL Meeting 8:30 a.m.
Thursday,JANUARY 19, 2012

A special meeting was held by City Council on January 19, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided.  Council members Ronald Atkinson, Bobby L. Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Betsy Atkinson and Odessa Gregg were present.  Councilman Baker was not in attendance.  Also present were Mr. Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Pam Jones, and Attorney Robert Lee.

Mayor Berry called the meeting to order and Councilwoman Odessa Gregg gave the opening prayer.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson made a motion to enter Executive Session for a Personnel matter at the Maintenance Shed and a legal issue regarding the Marion County landfill, seconded by Councilman Ralph Atkinson; motion carried.

Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to enter Open Session, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ronald Atkinson; motion carried.

Mr. Ammons would like Mrs. Brown to amend the budget for part-time help as needed at the City Maintenance Shop, due to some health issues with our present employee.  Councilman Atkinson made a motion to amend the budget, seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson; motion carried.
Councilman Ralph Atkinson asked Attorney Lee for his recommendation on the matter with the County landfill.  Attorney Lee recommended that the City obtain the law firm of Battle & Vaught to advise the Council on the resolution of the Marion County landfill and limit it to that; we’re not threatening litigation, we’re collecting information to put Council in the best stead in order to meet with the County Council and resolve this.  Based on the recommendation of the Attorney and the information received in the Executive Session, Councilman Atkinson made a motion to retain Battle & Vaught, LLC of Conway in this matter, seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson.  Councilwoman Gregg is still asking about the relationship and discussion between the County Council and City Council, to which Councilwoman Atkinson responded that we’re just trying to gather information and other documents.  Councilman Davis stated that in his opinion the first step should be for the County Council and City Council to meet to discuss this before we start spending taxpayer dollars to try to gather information.  For that reason, Councilman Davis does not think we took the first step and cannot support this.  Mayor Berry responded that we had met numerous times with their designees and that’s what their designees are for and that is also the role he and the City Administrator play and probably have a little more insight because of that.  Mayor Pro-Tem Ronald Atkinson, Councilman Ralph Atkinson and Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson voted yes; Councilman Bobby Davis and Councilwoman Odessa Gregg voted no.   Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, Councilman Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Atkinson; motion carried.
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