MINUTES OF MARION CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING WORKSHOP 6:15 p.m.

1 CENT CAPITAL SALES TAX

Tuesday, January 10, 2012

A Special Meeting Workshop was held in the City Council Chambers on January 10, 2012 at 6:15 p.m. to discuss the 1 Cent Capital Sales Tax.  Those in attendance were Mayor Rodney Berry, Council members Ronald Atkinson, Bobby L. Davis, Ralph Atkinson, Michael Baker, Betsy Atkinson and Odessa Gregg.  Also present were Mr. Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Pam Jones, City Attorney Robert Lee, other citizens and the local press (WBTW-TV13).
Mayor Berry stated that we are trying to get our projects in order for the submittal date.  Mr. Ammons reported that there have been 3 areas identified for the storm water drainage project; Bobby L. Davis Blvd., Jones Ave. Ext. & East Liberty Street, Blue & Evans Street. Councilman Atkinson stated that his preference is have the storm water drainage projects done as a priority over all of the others projects.  Councilman Atkinson inquired as to whether the drainage ditches would be piped or fenced, as anything left open would be a safety issue.  
Mr. Ammons stated that all of the recreation improvements could be put together and considered one project, all the drainage projects could be one project and if Council desires to pick 2 or 3 more, it make the list 4 or 5 projects that could be sent in to the Commission.  Councilman Atkinson commented that the referendum has to be passed by the voters, but we need to include as much as we can and prioritize the projects.  Mr. Ammons is trying to get all the information for Council to review as the timeline is March 1, 2012 for the project list to be turned in to the Commission.  
Mr. Ammons recommends that Council has a workshop at 6:00 p.m. before the February meeting, as they will need to vote on the projects at the regular meeting.  Councilman Davis commented that we need to wait for the formula the Commission will use to divide these funds up.  Councilman Davis’s understanding from Dr. DeMarco is that it will be determined by size of municipality.  Mr. Ammons stated that Councilman Davis was right, but he had been told that the Commission did not adopt that as a rule and that it should have been adopted at the beginning.  Mr. Ammons further stated that we should still get a share based on the formula Councilman Davis was speaking of.  
After some further discussion, it was decided to wait until the next meeting to prioritize to the order of the projects.  Mr. Ammons stated that the priority would be very important as we needed to think about what would best benefit most of the citizenry as they would be the ones who vote.  Things to consider are the fact that paving a street only matters to those who live on that street, drainage only matters to the people in that area, people tend to pick what most benefits them.  The final workshop will be at 6:00 p.m. February 14, 2012, before the regular Council meeting.  With no further discussion, Mayor Berry concluded the meeting.
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