Minutes of Marion City Council

           REGULAR MEETING 6:30 p.m.REGUALRR
         COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT CITY HALLCOUNCIL
     tuesday, JANUARY 8, 2013

A regular meeting was held by City Council on January 8, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. over which Mayor Rodney Berry presided.  Council members Bobby l. Davis, Michael Baker, Ronald Atkinson, Ralph Atkinson, Betsy Atkinson and Odessa Gregg, were present.  Also present were Mr. Alan Ammons, Mrs. Patricia Brown, Ms. Pam Jones, and Attorney Robert Lee.

 Mayor Berry called the meeting to order.  Councilwoman Gregg gave the opening prayer and Mr. Ammons led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Berry welcomed all guests and the press (Hometown TV and the Star/Enterprise).

Councilman Michael Baker made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on December 11, 2012, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson; motion carried.

City Clerk Pam Jones read, and Mayor Rodney Berry presented, a Resolution to Revelation/Imagination Ministries for their hard work and success in presenting “A Christmas Carol”.  Their goal is to create unity in our community by encouraging participation from all races, creeds and religions.  On behalf of Revelation/Imagination Ministries, Mr. Matt Croshaw thanked the Mayor and Council for the Resolution.
City Auditor, Mrs. Brenda Jackson from Kenneth Cobb & Co., presented Council with a review of the audit report. The City received an unqualified opinion, a clean opinion, which is the top opinion you can receive.  She gave an overview of the City of Marion’s budget and highlighted important areas. She stated that assets of the City exceeded its liabilities at fiscal year ending June 30, 2912 by $13.4 millions (net assets).  The City’s governmental funds reported combined ending fund balances of $6.2 million.(A copy of the budget is available at City Hall) Mayor Berry thanked Mrs. Jackson for the report and also thanked Mrs. Brown and Mr. Ammons for the fine job in handling the City’s budget and finances and for the stellar audit the City received.
Regarding the Fireworks Ordinance 13-01, it was recommended by Mr. Ammons to expand the authorized Christmas holidays to December 23rd through the 30th and the authorized 4th of July holiday to July 1st through 6th.  Before the next meeting, Councilman Baker and Mr. Ammons will review and make changes on the time limit on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to give 1st reading on Fireworks Ordinance 13-01, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ronald Atkinson; motion carried.
Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to allow Civil Court to be held in Council Chambers on January 31st and February 1st, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson; motion carried.
Mr. Ammons stated that this budget amendment falls within our parameters and Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion amend the 2012-2013 Capital Items Budget which includes 1. used truck/trailer - $35,000, 2.  leaf box - $4,000, 3. Grant Match USDA – (police vehicles, utility trucks, fire truck) $50,000, 4. upgrade computers at City Hall, $40,000, 5. John Deere tractor, previously approved by Council, - $11,273.50, 6. dump truck, previously approved by Council, - $8,426.25 for a total of $148,699.75.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson and carried.
To answer some questions Councilman Davis had been asked, he spoke on and explained the different levels of governments and that all forms of government should be about the people.  State government is sovereign in terms of state law and what we can do on the state level.  County government is responsible for everyone in the county, including policing the whole county, i.e. the Sheriff’s Department also has jurisdiction in the city.  Municipal government consists of 3 forms of government; Council-Mayor (Mullins) where each Council member is assigned a department to supervise and the Mayor presides over meetings and has one vote as does each Council member; the Manager form of government (Florence) which the Council is not supposed to get involved in terms of personnel, but handles all policy; Mayor-Council, also referred to as “strong mayor, weak council”, is what we have in Marion, the Mayor has quite a bit of authority and has one vote as does each Council member and presides over the Council meetings. How we go about procedures comes from Robert’s Rules of Order and is in our Ordinance and how our City is governed.  When our Council votes on an issue, majority rules.  Councilman Davis stated that when he commented last month about a contract our Council passed, it had no bearing on Mr. Ammons, per se.  Councilman Davis further commented that his main concern is about fairness when former Chief Smith was dismissed from service by the Mayor, after 33 years in law enforcement, with 19 of those years being Chief and he was not offered severance pay (which is a part of a pending lawsuit) and then give a contract to someone else with severance pay of $140,000, and he has a problem with that.  Councilman Davis commented that if anyone had more questions about government, he would do his best to answer.

ADMINISTRATOR’ S REPORT

Mr. Ammons commented that the Emergency Operations Plan Book was done in 2004 and has not been updated since.  Council has made some updates, one being an agreement with the County on a private contractor agreement during a disaster which is not reflected in the book.  With Council’s permission, Mr. Ammons would like to form a committee consisting of our Police Chief, Police Captains, Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, Street Department and Sanitation Department Heads and any Council member who would like to participate to go over the plan and tweak where needed.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson if the County Emergency Manager could be included in this, to which Mr. Ammons replied yes.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to move forward with forming the committee as recommended by City Administrator Ammons, seconded by Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson; motion carried.
Regarding the Stormwater  RFP-RFQ, Mr. Ammons has prepared a Request for Proposal (RFP) and Request for Qualification (RFQ), using a generic form into which our information has been inserted.  Mr. Ammons would like Council to review this and be prepared at the next meeting to approve and send out the packets for proposals from the 3 contractors who gave presentations to Council.  At Mayor Berry’s request, Mr. Ammons will get a synopsis from each company to provide to Council for their perusal.  If Council sees anything that needs change, please let Mr. Ammons know so he can have Attorney Lee review it and we will have a final document for your approval at the next Council meeting.  It will take each company around two weeks to get a proposal to us, so if we approve at the next meeting, we should have the proposals by the following meeting.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson inquired as to whether all three companies would be dealing with the same criteria, to which Mr. Ammons responded yes, they would.
Mr. Ammons presented the draft plan specs for Grice’s pool, which will include a zero entry and kiddie pool and also renovations to the dressing/rest rooms.  Councilman Ralph Atkinson asked if Mayor Berry had talked to Tim Harper regarding the funding of this project.  “The question is”, Mayor Berry stated, “Can we start the project with our money and be refunded?”  Tim is talking to Attorney Ben Ziegler and we should have an answer this week if Council desires to go ahead and start funding this because time is of the essence.  If we don’t fund it and get reimbursed, we most likely will not have a pool this summer.  Mr. Ammons commented that the penny tax collection starts in May and the 1st reading on bond referendum was held this morning.  Mr. Ammons stressed to Mr. Harper the importance of starting this project as this is the only public pool in Marion County and if we wait too much longer the pool will not open.  Mr. Ammons suggested that Council move forward on getting the plans and specifications together; we can always stop if necessary. Councilman Ralph Atkinson commented that he is 100% behind getting the pool renovated for the kids to have a place to go, but he is also 100% behind the City getting funded with the bond referendum too.  After further discussion over certain aspects (zero entry, handicapped accessibility) of the pool, Councilman Ralph Atkinson made a motion to give Mayor Berry and Mr. Ammons the authority to move forward with the Grice’s project in getting specs out and preparing documents for bid, seconded by Councilman Michael Baker; motion carried.
Mr. Ammons commented that we received a grant for surveillance equipment from Palmetto Pride and some employees will go to Columbia for training.  The camera will be placed in areas where we have litter problems.
City of Marion Fire Department employee William Sanders was named Employee of the Month for December and received a gift certificate.
CITY ATTORNEY’S LEGAL UPDATE

Attorney Lee had no update at this time.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

Departmental reports are sent to Council in their packets.

ACCOUNTABILITY OF CITY OFFICIALS/COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL AND MAYOR

Councilman Michael Baker inquired if there would be lighting at the pool to which Mr. Ammons responded that there would be and everything will be first class.

Mayor Pro-tem Ronald Atkinson had no comment.

Councilman Bobby Davis commented that the light at St. John’s Church on Bobby L. Davis Blvd. was still not working properly, keeps going off and on and there have been some break-ins in that area.  Mr. Ammons will check into that first thing Wednesday morning.  Councilman Davis also inquired if we had found out anything on the Miles Court situation.  Mr. Ammons responded that he had not and wants to show Councilman Davis the map; there are actually two property owners and he doesn’t think there will be a problem.
Councilman Ralph Atkinson thanked Mayor Berry, Mr. Ammons and the City employees for the decorations, the programs and everything that was done during Christmas and for working with Mrs. Burroughs at the Housing Authority with her problems.  
Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson had no comment.

Councilwoman Odessa Gregg wanted to make the City and Council aware of the dedication to the City of Marion and its residents, of  Mrs.Harristine Crawford, who resides on Pee Dee Circle when she is not in New York.  She begins at Thanksgiving giving out turkeys and also has generously given over 260 gifts to children with more than 200-300 still to be distributed.  Councilwoman Gregg offered her appreciation to Mrs. Crawford.
Mayor Berry commented that there was an abundance of generosity over the holidays and a lot of people who wanted to remain anonymous did so.  Mayor Berry commented that Pam and Patricia spearheaded an effort for the City employees to adopt a family for Christmas and, with the funds donated by the employees, those kids had a good Christmas.  Mayor Berry reminded that we offer computer classes at CD Joyner and that the first Entrepreneurship class just graduated from the Swamp Fox Higher Education Center.  Mayor Berry expressed his excitement at the Cathedral Bible College choosing Marion as its new location.  Our police department will be going door-to-door to distribute calendars with numbers our citizens can call “if it doesn’t look right, it’s probably not!”  
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. William Campbell was present to address the City Administrator Position and Agreement.  Mr. Campbell commented that many citizens would like to know the qualifications for the City Administrator position, including educational requirements and if this position is appointed and filled by the Mayor and Council. Also, citizens and taxpayers of the City of Marion do support that all City employees should have all terms and conditions of their employment explained and written, including wages, vacation time, sick leave, etc.  Mr. Campbell further commented that when anyone comes to ask questions they do not get a response.  Mayor Berry thanked Mr. Campbell.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Councilwoman Betsy Atkinson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by councilman Ralph Atkinson; motion carried.

____________________________

__________________________

Mayor Rodney Berry




City Clerk Pam Jones
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